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trivial occasions.   His sternness to others was that which
throughout life he exercised upon himself.

Borne was no favourable school for monastic perfec-
tion ; yet perhaps the gross and revolting licentiousness
of the city, and the abuses in the monastic system,
which, whether they had penetrated or not into the
sanctuary on the Aventine, by exciting the abhorrence
of the devout Hildebrand may have hardened his
austerity. The alternative to a Eoman monk was
between shameless profligacy and the extremest rigour;
and Hildebrand would not be outdone in the holier
course. But arrived at manhood, he determined to
seek some better school for his ardent devotion, and to
suppress, by travel and by study in some more safe
retreat, the yet mutinous passions of his adolescence.
There were still, in the general degeneracy of the mo-
nastic institutes, some renowned for their sanctity. At
no period have been wanting men, who carried out to
the utmost, who aimed at surpassing, the severe rules of
Benedict or Columban. Among these was Odilo, abbot
of Clugny, in Burgundy, the great Keformer of the mo-
Hiidebrand nastic life in France. The situation of this
in ciugny. monastery was beautiful. Hildebrand here
found a retreat among brethren, whose asceticism might
test his most rigorous power of self-discipline. The
studies which he had commenced with promising success
at Borne, proceeded rapidly in the peaceful shades of
Clugny. Hildebrand soon became master of all the
knowledge of the times; and perhaps at no period was
in greater danger of abandoning the lofty destiny for
which he seemed born. Where there was such depth of
devotion there must have been strong temptation to
remain, and to permit that devotion to luxuriate undis-